
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Justin Sutters        

Department: Art & Design    Phone Number: (618) 650-3876 

E-mail Address: jusutte@siue.edu                  Campus Box: 1774 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  7 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?  No 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Meeting in Art & Design Building once a week: remaining hours 

independently 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
Potential recipients will assist a professor in the Art Education department in preparing to present a paper on Data 

Visualization at a peer-reviewed national conference in March as well as submit proposals for future initiatives. The 

student will assist in organizing and analyzing data collected during the fall of 2014 for submission towards an 

academic journal. The data collected is related to pre-service education students and how they come to understand 

National Council of Educational Statistics (NCES) demographic designations about the schools they are placed in 

through data visualization software. The associate will meet weekly on campus with the professor but will be able to 

complete the tasks independently off-site. The applicant can be from any discipline but preferably one with strong 

technology skills and understanding of various software applications. Artistic skills are appreciated, but not required. 

Those that have experience with GIS and other cartographic applications are highly desirable. It is imperative that 

the applicant is motivated, disciplined and willing to independently learn new software applications.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The participant will assist in visually organizing data for an IRB approved study related to a course I am currently 

teaching. I will begin analyzing the collected data in January and desire a student that is tech-savvy and has an 

understanding and/or capacity to work within data visualization software that convert CSV files into images. An 

accepted assistant would continue to investigate various freeware applications that could result in multiple visual 

representations of the collected data and would aid in formatting the outcomes for presentation. Potential candidates 

will transcribe and catalogue current scholarship and add to an existing annotated bibliography of discourse related 

to the professors’ research interests. They will also be expected to update a WIX website with academic content. 

They will proofread and provide feedback on any transcripts and/or conference proposals. The assistant will be 

expected to meet once a week in the professor’s office in the Art & Design building. All content will be stored in a 

shared Dropbox folder so the assistant will have flexibility in how and where the tasks are completed throughout the 

week.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
As one who enacts a participatory model of research, I view any potential candidate as a co-researcher and will 

potentially include the assistant in future publication or research initiatives. Candidates will learn qualitative 

methodologies, such as Grounded Theory, for data collection and analysis and well as quantitative methods of 

translating numeric designations into visual data. Students will also gain insights into the academic processes of both 

submitting proposals for future conferences as well as preparing for accepted presentations. I am an experienced 

educator and presenter and will mentor the undergraduate student on effective techniques of delivering content, 

which can be applied in various professional settings. They will gain experience with higher-level academic writing 

that will benefit those who intend to continue their education at the graduate level. I was awarded for working with 

my past assistant and truly enjoy engaging students in a way that draws from their experiences and skill. Participants 

will have the opportunity to creatively solve problems through divergent, visual technologies and become more 

knowledgeable of contemporary avenues of representing data.  
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Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Flexible 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
N/A 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
N/A 

 

 

 


